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outer end, so that they nip the wool at the end close to
the circle and allow the sliver to be pulled forward easily,
towards the circle, but prevent it from slipping back
by the manner in which the lids hang. The conductors
are also hinged so that their inner ends can rise and fall.
For the greater part of a complete revolution they rest
on the rack; but a few inches past the roller there is
a stationary incline I, up which the conductors must
rise as they travel forward, whilst the slivers are held
tightly down in the pins by the press knife P. The
height to which this knife is set determines the amount
of sliver drawn forward, because the conductors always
rise to the same height at every revolution. As the

FIG. 61.

sliver passes the rollers it lies in the conductor and
circles in a straight line as shown (Fig. 60); but when
the conductors are on the top of the incline the position
has altered (Fig. 61), so that there is an inch more
sliver between the nip of the conductors and the pins
than will reach across the pins of the large circle A.
The knives K now lift the sliver out of the pins, and
as the conductor lid prevents the sliver from slipping
back, the sliver falls forward over the steel plate which
covers the pins at this point, and lies with its extremity
over the pins of the small circle B (Fig. 62).

As was stated in Chapter VIII., the arrangement of
short and long fibres in a carded sliver does not appear
to be uniform, when the sliver is broken, the short end
having the short fibres nearer to its extremity than is
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